BISMARCK

ering all the reasons against an elevation of rank, which
was quite outside the domain of my ambition, I reached
the top steps of the palace stairs, and there found, to my
surprise, the Emperor at the head of the royal family.
He embraced me warmly and with tears, addressing me
as Prince, and giving loud expression to his joy at being
able to confer this distinction on me. In face of this and
the hearty greetings of the royal family, it was impossible
for me to express my hesitation. I have never since then
lost the feeling that a count may be merely well to do
without attracting undue attention, but a prince, if he
wishes to avoid this, must be actually rich. It would
have been easier for me to put up with the ill-will of my
former friends and compeers if it had been due to my
opinions. It found its expression and its pretexts in the
condemnatory criticism to which my policy was subjected
by the Prussian Conservatives under the leadership of my
kinsman, Herr von Kleist-Retzow, at the time of the
School Inspection Bill of 1872, and on several other occa-
sions.

The opposition of the Conservatives to the School In-
spection Bill, which had been introduced in Miihler's time,
was already beginning in the House of Deputies. It aimed
at legally vindicating the claims of the local clergy to the
inspection of the common schools, even in Poland; while
the proposal gave the office a free hand in the choice of
the inspector. In the course of the animated debate which
many old members will have recalled in 1892,1 spoke thus
on February 13, 1872 :

'The previous speaker (Lasker) stated that he and his
party could not conceive that on a question which was a

matter of principle and had been declared by us impor-
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